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GENERAL  INFORMATION 

The International Symposium on «Loess Deposits as Archives of Environmental Change in the Past» will take place in September 15th to 23th 2019 in Armenia. The Symposium is organized by the Institute of Geological Sciences of the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia, supported by the Technische Universität Dresden (Department of Geography), and the Justus-Liebig University Giessen (Department of Geography). The Symposium will start with an oral program in Yerevan, afterwards two field trips will be offered.
Program of the meeting

September 15th:
 An Icebreaker will be organized in the evening of September 15th in the 



Geological Museum of the Institute of Geological Sciences of NAS RA, Yerevan
September 16th-17th: 
The two-days conference will take place at the Round Hall of the Presidium 



of NAS RA, Yerevan 
September 16th-17th: 
Mid-conference field trips for accompanying persons 
September 17th: 
Conference dinner in the old town of Yerevan
September 18th-20th: 
Field trip No 1 (2 nights, 3 days) 
September 18th-22th: 
Field trip No 2 (4 nights, 5 days) 

Early bird registration fee: (until July, 15th 2019)

Two-days conference at the Institute of Geological Sciences: 150 € (students 100 €)
Mid-conference field trips for accompanying persons: 130 €
Field trip No 1 (2 nights, 3 days): 250 € (students, accompanying persons: 200 €)
Field trip No 2 (4 nights, 5 days): 450 € (students, accompanying persons: 400 €)
Late registration fee: (July, 15th until September, 15th) 
Two-days conference at the Institute of Geological Sciences: 200 € (students 150 €)

Field trip No 1 (2 nights, 3 days): 300 € (students, accompanying persons: 250 €)
Field trip No 2 (4 nights, 5 days): 500 € (students, accompanying persons: 450 €)
Conference fees include:
Icebreaker, coffee breaks and lunches, conference dinner, book of abstracts
(hotels in Yerevan are not included) 
Field trip registration fee includes:
- Transportation and field guide book
- Accommodation on September 18th (Ijevan), 19th (Dilijan) for field trip No 1 & No 2, and on      
  September 20th-21th (Stepanakert) for field trip No 2 
- Breakfasts, lunches, coffee breaks, dinners (dinner at the last day is not included) 
- Entrance visa for Nagorno-Karabakh, wine tasting in Areni, entrance to Areni cave (field trip No 2)
Mid-conference field trip registration fees include:

Transportation, lunches, entrance for museums in Yerevan 
For registration please use the registration form that is available at: http://www.geology.am/en/conference
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CONFERENCE VENUE 
The Armenian National Academy of Sciences is easy to reach: 0019 Yerevan, 24 Marshal Baghramyan Avenue. 
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VISA INFORMATION
Citizens from all European Union countries, the USA and the former USSR countries do not need
visas to enter Armenia

Citizens from most other countries can get a visa on arrival at the airport (visa fee ca. 5 €)

More information about visa policy of Armenia:

http://mfa.am/en/visa/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visa_policy_of_Armenia
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ABSTRACT SUBMISSION
The conference will present cutting edge research dealing with all topics related to loess deposits as palaeoenvironmental archives as well as archaeological research linked to sedimentary sequences. Oral and poster presentations are welcome. All presentations will be in English. The conference is open to all scientists interested in loess research and especially young scientists are encouraged to participate!
· 1 page maximum
· English title, Times New Roman bold, 12 pt centered
· Authors: Times New Roman bold 12 pt centered, e.g. Author1, Author2   Author3   … Authorx
· 1 institution; street address, e-mail address;  2-x institution, street address
· English abstract, up to 3000 characters without spaces, Times New Roman 12 pt and single spacing between lines 
· Please do not forget to indicate if you wish to submit for an oral communication or for a poster.
Abstract form must be sent by e-mail to loess2019@geology.am  or use the abstract template that is available at http://www.geology.am/en/conference .
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DEADLINES

October 15th, 2018
              Start of Registration
July 15th, 2019

Deadline of Abstract Submission
July 15th, 2019

End of Early Registration
September 15th, 2019
End of Late Registration
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FIELD TRIP PROGRAM
MID-CONFERENCE FIELD TRIPS FOR ACCOMPANYING PERSONS  

(2 Days, September 16th and 17th)
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September 16th
Start from the Institute of Geological Sciences, 9.00 AM

· Etchmiadzin Cathedral (est. 4th Century AD) 

· Holy Hripsime Church of the 7th Century AD
· Erebuni fortress and Museum 

· State History Museum of Armenia
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September 17th

Start from the Institute of Geological Sciences, 9.00 AM
· Khor Virap Monastery 
· Matenadaran Museum in Yerevan



POST-CONFERENCE FIELD TRIPS
Field Trip No 1 (3 days, 2 nights, September 18th - 20th )
The three-days field trip will provide the opportunity to explore the central part of the country of Armenia situated in the Lesser Caucasus including Lake Sevan as well as the northeastern part in the transition area to the Transcaucasian Depression. The main topics addressed by the excursion will include: (i) Quaternary loess deposits in the Sevkar area in northeastern Armenia, (ii) aeolian deposits along the Hrazdan river valley, and (iii) a Paleolithic archaeological site that marks the Lower to Middle Paleolithic transition (Nor-Geghi-1). The excursion is rounded-off with a visit of the Sevanavank monastic complex located directly at the shore of Lake Sevan, and the Geghard Medieval Monastery that has been partially carved into the rock and that is surrounded by a picturesque scenery of cliffs.
Field Trip No 2 (5 days, 4 nights, September 18th - 22th )
The five-days field trip will include all destinations of field trip No 1 except for the visit of the Geghard Monastary. After that, participants will have the opportunity to cross a fantastic and breathtaking landscape in the Armenian highlands on the way to the southeast foothills of the Lesser Caucasus. During a visit of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic (Artsakh) the main focus will be on loess deposits in the surrounding area of Stepanakert. The excursion will include the visit of the Tigranakert ruin from the Hellenistic period as well as the famous wine area around the village of Areni, including a wine tasting and a guided tour of the Areni Cave with artifacts dating from Chalcolithic to Bronze Age.
Note: The entry of foreign citizens to the Republic of Artsakh (Karabakh) is allowed on the availability of valid passports or other documents replacing them, an entrance visa of Artsakh, with payment of corresponding state customs. The Republic of Artsakh and the Republic of Armenia haven't interstate border in its classical interpretation, it rather reminds of the borders between the European Union.

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN ARMENIA!
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